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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-8.

LEARNING LANGUAGES ON YOUR SMARTPHONE

I How do you spend your time while waiting for a bus or standing in line at the supermarket?
Maybe you call a friend on your smartphone. But there is another fun way to fill those empty
minutes — you could use your phone to learn a foreign language. Today, there is a large variety
of apps for learning languages. However, the most popular one is Duolingo — a free app that was

5  created by the brilliant computer scientist Luis von Ahn.

1T Luis was born in 1978 in Guatemala, a country in Central America where the only language
taught in public schools is Spanish. Unlike most parents in Guatemala, Luis's parents were wealthy
enough to send him to an expensive private school. There he learned to speak, read, and write
excellent English, and also studied high-level math and computer science. After high school, he
10 went on to study at a top American university, and then began a great career in computer science.
In many interviews, Luis said that his high-school education and knowledge of English gave him
those wonderful opportunities. He wanted people to have similar opportunities even if they could

not afford to pay for a good education. This, he thought, could help them improve their lives.

IIT  Luis believed that the solution could be smartphone apps that provide free lessons in English,
15 math, and other subjects. In 2009, he and his student Severin Hacker started developing an app
that would teach English. Three years later, they launched Duolingo. At that stage, in addition
to English, the app taught three other languages — French, Spanish, and German. Today it offers
40 different languages, but most users learn English. Last year, Duolingo was used by about 500

million people, and most of them were 18 to 34 years old.

20 IV Even though Duolingo is free, it generates an enormous amount of money every year.
Most of the money comes from companies that pay for their ads to appear at the end of each lesson.
The rest comes from people who prefer to pay a fee to stop seeing the ads. With this income,
Luis has covered the costs of the app. The money has also enabled him to develop two more free
educational apps — one that teaches basic math and another that teaches music. Eventually, he

25 hopes to provide even more educational apps to adults all over the world.
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QUESTIONS (70 points)
Answer questions 1-8 in English according to the article. In questions 1, 3, 6, and 8, circle the

number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What are we told in paragraph I about Duolingo?
i)  When it was invented.
i)  How it got its name.
iii)) Who invented it.

iv) Why itis free.
(7 points)

2.  According to lines 1-2, how might you keep busy when standing in line?

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

By ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeee .
(8 points)

3. What do we learn from lines 6-8?
i)  How Luis's parents helped him.
ii)  Why public schools in Guatemala don't teach English.
iii) When Luis's family came to Guatemala.

iv)  Why computer science is a popular subject at university.
(7 points)

4.  After high school, Luis had "wonderful opportunities" (line 12). What were those opportunities?
Give TWO answers from paragraph II.
COMPLETE THE SENTENCES.

(1) LUiS WAS @DIE £ vttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e eeeeaaaaeeeeeeeeeeennan .

(2)  LUIS WAS @DIE 10 1ttt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeaeaaaan .
(2x8=16 points)

5. Why did Luis want people to have opportunities like the ones he had? (lines 12-13)
COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

S0 that they COUL ..o e e e .
(8 points)
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6. What do we learn from lines 14—16 about Duolingo?

)

7. What has Luis done with the income from Duolingo?

How it teaches languages.
On which smartphones it works best.
Why Luis needed help in developing it.

How long it took to develop.

Give ONE answer from paragraph IV.

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

6 nynan b ook xany LY 97 DYHN

(8 points)

5 (N

8. What are we told in paragraph IV?

)

6 Ty

Which companies usually put ads on Duolingo.
What Luis wants to do in the future.
Why people like the ads on Duolingo.

Why some people prefer to use other apps.

(8 points)

(8 points)
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Note: The exam continues on page 8.
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PART II: SPOKEN RECEPTION (30 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM SPOKEN TEXTS)

Answer questions 9-14 according to the interview. In questions 9, 11, 13, and 14, circle the number
of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

(5 points for each correct answer.)

AIRPLANES WITHOUT WINDOWS?

9. Why is Karen being interviewed?
Because (-).
i)  she designs airplanes
ii) she works for an airplane company
iii) she writes about air travel

iv) she has traveled to many places

10. How have airplanes changed in the last 20 years? Give ONE answer.

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

TOAAY, AITPIANES .....eeiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e ettt e e e ettt e e e et e e e e e enbbeeeeeeaane s .

11. Why might companies want to build airplanes without windows?
Because these airplanes will be (-).
1)  stronger
i) faster
1ii) more comfortable

iv) cheaper to build

12. Airplanes without windows will weigh less. Why will this be better for the environment?
Give ONE reason.
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

Lighter airplanes Will .........coooiii e .
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13. What does Karen explain about the video cameras on airplanes without windows?
i)  What they will be used for.
ii)  Why they will be inside the plane.

How they will help the pilots.

iv)  Why passengers have asked for them.

14. In her last answer, what does Karen tell us about airplanes without windows?
i)  Why people might have to fly in them.
ii)  Who might not want to fly in them.
iii) Why they won't need to fly very high.
iv)  What they remind her of.
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